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Make Plans NOW
to Attend Your
Co-op Annual

Meeting
THURSDAY, Aug. 2, 2018

Doors open at 5 p.m.
Dinner served from 5 to 7 p.m.

Meeting at 7 p.m.
Northumberland High School

in Heathsville, Virginia 

BRING YOUR BILL STATEMENT 
TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 
TO BE ENTERED FOR TWO 
$50 CASH GIVEAWAYS!

NNEC has a bar code identifying your
account printed on your billing statement.
Bring your latest bill with you to the Annual
Meeting and NNEC will scan the bar code
when you register. Once your bill is scanned,
you will be automatically entered for a
chance to win one of two $50 Cash Drawings
at the end of the meeting. This drawing is
only for members who bring their billing
statements with a bar code and have them
scanned at the Annual Meeting!

NNEC will 

be closed on

Monday, 

Sept. 3, in 

observance of

Labor Day.

Have a safe

holiday!

NNEC helps Ride 2 Recovery

Project Hero Ride 2 Recovery was started in 2008 as a physical
and psychological rehabilitation-and-recovery program for
injured veterans and first responders. Today, it is a national

organization that sponsors a variety of events from coast to coast 
to raise awareness for its mission of saving injured heroes’ lives by
restoring hope and purpose.

This year, the Ride 2 Recovery had a three-day bike challenge in
Virginia, starting in Glen Allen, passing through Williamsburg, and
ending at Fort Lee in Hopewell. To show support for this great organization, Greg White,
president and CEO of NNEC, participated in the multi-day cycling challenge and rode
alongside many of our healing heroes. Additionally, several NNEC employees volunteered to
serve lunch to the riders while others helped with luggage at the overnight stops.

White stated, “It is always rewarding to be able to support anyone who protected our
communities and nation. Ride 2 Recovery is a great way to help serve those who served us,
while also getting to know some amazing people.”

One of the guiding principles of the Co-op is “concern for community,” which
underscores NNEC’s continuing support for this event and the organization’s mission.



On June 15, Congressman Rob
Wittman held a Rural Broadband
Task Force Meeting at Northern

Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC). Doug
Kinkoph and Jim Wasilewski from the
United States Department of Commerce’s
National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) spoke
about the federal perspective regarding
broadband deployment. Terry Ellis, VP of
Comcast regulatory affairs, and Barrett Stork,
government relations director for Cox
Communications, discussed rural
broadband deployment in Virginia.
Members of the public, along with
representatives from several local
governments and businesses,
attended the task force meeting. 
After the opening remarks,
Congressman Wittman and the
panelists took a variety of questions
from those in attendance about
broadband in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. With NNEC
actively working to determine if it is feasible for the Co-op to facilitate
the expansion of broadband service in its territory, we welcomed the
opportunity to host this event at our facility.
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Rural Broadband Task Force Meeting

Above: Congressman Rob
Wittman (right) gives opening
remarks. Left, L-R: Jim
Wasilewski, NTIA deputy chief
of staff; Congressman Rob
Wittman; Greg White,
president and CEO of NNEC;
and Doug Kinkoph, NTIA
associate administrator.

Lineman’s Corner
Early in the morning, with supplies on their truck ready to go, 
(L-R) Matt Hathaway, Craig Loving and Keith Johnson pause
long enough for a picture before heading out to work on
members’ power lines. We thank all of our linemen for the 
hard work they do in helping to “keep the lights on.”
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Sixteenth Annual Employee-
Sponsored Golf Tournament

The employees of Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) sponsored the 16th
Annual Golf Tournament to benefit the Cooperative Helping Hands Association. The
purpose of the Cooperative Helping Hands Association is to raise money to benefit

local charitable organizations. The tournament was held on Saturday, June 9, 2018, at the
Hobbs Hole Golf Course in Tappahannock. After registering, golfers were provided lunch
before heading to the golf course for a 1 p.m. tee time. Sixteen teams participated in the
four-person Captain’s Choice Modified Shotgun Tournament. Individuals and businesses in
the community, vendors and associates of the Cooperative donated door prizes, prizes for
the winning teams, food, printed materials, sponsored tee box signs, and several other
contributions to the event. 

The employees of NNEC would like to thank everyone who helped to make this benefit
golf tournament successful for the Cooperative Helping Hands Association. It was 
a great day of fun, good food, and fellowship to benefit local charities.

L-R: First-Place 1st-Flight winning team of Justin Hobbs, Austin
Kaseman, Danny Dunaway and Austin Evans.

L-R: First-Place 2nd-Flight winning team of John Elliott, Mike
Vanlandingham and Robb Alexander. Not pictured, teammate 
Al Dews.

L-R: First-Place 3rd-Flight winning team of Curtis Nash, Mark Dodson,
Ed Self and Ralph Self.

L-R: Austin Brown won for the Longest Drive; Fred Pribble won Closest
to the Hole on #2; Craig Hazzard won Closest to the Hole on #17.
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The members of the Cooperative Helping Hands Association would like to extend sincere thanks to the following
sponsors and participants who helped make our 16th Annual Golf Tournament successful. We would also like to
thank everyone who purchased 50/50 raffle tickets and congratulate Lanetria Kelly who won the drawing. 

TEE BOX SPONSORS:
Adams, Jenkins & Cheatham
Al Pugh Distributing, Co., Inc.
Arista Info Systems Inc.
Belfield Physical Therapy
Big “L” Tire
BJ Walker
Bleak House Farms, Inc.
Bourne and Sons, Inc.
Callao Supermarket, Inc.
CarWash Café
Clearion Software, LLC
Clements Tent Rentals, Inc.
Coggin Furniture, Inc.
Colonial Ford Truck Sales, Inc.
Comfort Consultants
Cox Industries
Customer Service/IT Departments
E. W. Beasley, Jr. Drywall Contractor
Engineering Dept.
Essex Concrete Corporation
Finance/Public Relations Department
Frederick Northup, Inc.
Graybar Electric Company
Greg & Carolyn White
Hunter & Kathy Greenlaw
JMJ Corporation
Jimmy’s Auto Body & Glass
Kenner Farms
Kevin H Bray Courtesy Service Station
MCA Architectural, Inc.
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
MinMax Technologies, Inc.
Napier Utilities Construction, LLC
National Transformer Sales
Naylors Beach & Campground
Ocean Products Research Inc.
Operations Department
PowerSolve
Precision Glass & More, LLC
Real Media, Inc. (WNNT)
Real Media, Inc. (WRAR)
Reliable Meter Service
Robert H. Gawen & Sons Inc.
Rusty G. & Jane D. Brown
SEDC
Special Fleet Service, Inc.
Sunny Dale Farm
Tarheel Electric Membership Association
Transformer Maintenance & Service, Inc.
United Utility Supply
Utility Sales Associates, Inc.
Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association

of Electric Cooperatives
Warsaw & Tappahannock Moose Lodge
Wilkins Grocery

GOLF TEAMS:
1.David Simmons, Tory Shotwell,

Billy Higgins, Johnny Lewis

2.Rich Steensma, Evan Steensma,
David Thomas, Blake Smith

3.Marshall Brown, Austin Brown, 
Jordan Brown, Kyle King

4.David Johnson, Tosh Bowe, Ernie Young,
Ricky Hairfield

5.Greg White, Hunter Greenlaw, 
Fred Pribble, Humberto Reyna

6.Mike Vanlandingham, John Elliott,
Al Dews, Robb Alexander

7.Chad Vanlandingham, David Benson,
Dana Eggers, Brad Vanlandingham

8.John Davis, Richard Kilgore,
Kevin Yarbrough, Jimmy Meador

9.Jim Davis, Steve Dauignon, 
Dave Dawson, Mike Padgett

10.Ben Stith, John Beastey, Craig Hazzard,
Larry Jones

11.Johnny Wilkins, David Driggs, 
Robert Jones, Trent Jones

12.Ralph Self, Ed Self, Curtis Nash,
Mark Dodson

13.Blaine Swann, Ken Marks, Travis Marks,
Derek Bell

14.Brian Belfield, Ben Lewis, John Stallings,
Rob Hammond

15.Craig Loving, John Hundley, 
Stephen Sanders, Brock Sanders

16.Danny Dunaway, Austin Evans,
Austin Kaseman, Justin Hobbs

DOOR PRIZE DONATIONS:
Allison’s Ace Hardware
Big “L” Tire
Bridget’s Bouquets, Inc.
Callao Supply
CarWash Café
China Inn
Commonwealth Florist
CRC
Frederick Northup – Warsaw
Hobbs Hole Golf Course
Holly’s Massage
King Carter Golf Club
Lee’s Hill Golf Club
Lottsburg Cafe
McFarland Cascade
Nino’s Pizza
Northern Neck Burger
Peak Substation Services
RW’s Sports
T Town Tack
The Haven
Tractor Supply
Union Bank & Trust
Virginia Shoe Clinic
Walmart
Warsaw Automotive, Inc.
Warsaw NAPA AutoParts

OTHER BUSINESSES THAT DONATED:
Monetary donation from Anixter Power Solutions
Food donation from Keith Hanks – Flowers

Baking Company
Contributors for lunch include employees of

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
Raffle Tickets provided by Barbour Printing

Services
Gators provided by James River Rappahannock

Tractor and Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
Hole in One sponsor was Napier Utilities

Construction, LLC
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Northern Neck Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide safe, reliable electric
service to our members. Severe weather and catastrophic events can disable the
electric-distribution system, interrupting the delivery of electricity to your home.

Prepare now for an unexpected power outage.

SAFETY CORNER

Be Prepared for a Power Outage

Advance Preparation:

• Keep alternative sources of light on hand, such as flashlights 
and batteries.

• Have at least one telephone that does not depend on electricity
to operate (most cordless phones will not work without
electricity).

• Stock your pantry with non-perishable food items that do not
need to be cooked and a manually operated can opener. 

• Make sure to have a supply of water on hand for drinking,
cooking or flushing toilets. The general rule is one gallon of
water per person per day.

• Rotate your emergency supplies every six months to keep 
them fresh.

• Keep bandages, disinfectant and necessary medications on hand.

• Have a portable radio with a fresh supply of batteries.

If Your Power Does Go Out:

• First check the fuse box or circuit breaker panel in your home to
determine if there is a problem in your home’s electrical system.

• If the problem is outside your house, call NNEC’s outage line 
24 hours a day at 1-866-NNEC OUT (866-663-2688) to report
the power outage. 

Downed-Power-Line Safety:

Weather and automobile accidents are the main causes of
downed power lines. Stay away and warn others to stay clear of
downed power lines. Downed power lines do not have to spark,
arc, dance or move, or hum to be dangerous — the line can carry
an electric current strong enough to cause serious injury or 
even death. 

Downed-Power-Line Rules:

• If you see a downed power line, move away from the line and
anything touching it. Call NNEC at 1-866-NNEC OUT 
(866-663-2688).

• The proper method to move away from the downed line is to
shuffle away in small steps, keeping your feet together and on
the ground at all times.

• If someone is in direct or indirect contact with the downed line,
do not touch the person. Call 911.

• Do not try to move a downed line or anything in contact with
the line by using another object such as a broom or a stick.

• Do not drive over downed power lines.

• If you are in an automobile that is in contact with a downed line,
stay in the vehicle. Honk your horn for help but tell others to
stay away from the vehicle. Call 911 if you have a cellphone or
have a passerby call.

Life-Support Members:

If you or someone in your home uses life-support equipment
that requires electricity to operate, please contact NNEC and
include a letter from your physician. While your account will be
labeled with your information, there is no guarantee that electricity
will be restored immediately or within a specific time period
during a major outage. Have a back-up plan by identifying a
location with emergency power capabilities during an outage. 
You may choose to relocate to a relative’s or friend’s house with
electric power.

Generator Safety:

Many customer-members have installed emergency standby
generators to provide back-up power during outages. A properly
installed generator can provide hours of comfort while NNEC line
crews work to restore power. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) warns that potential hazards from using
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generators are: (1) carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning from the
toxic engine exhaust; and (2) electrocution from improperly
connecting the generator to your home’s electrical wiring system.
An improperly installed generator can cause damage to your home
or injury or death to a family member or an NNEC employee
working to restore your electric service. If not properly connected,
the generator could energize the lines, endangering anyone who may
come in contact with them. Avoid injury or death to your family,
friends and the employees of NNEC by following these guidelines:

To avoid carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning:

• Never use a generator inside your home or in attached garages.

• Only operate the generator outdoors in a dry area away from air
intakes to the home. Set the generator on a firm, level surface.

To avoid electrocution:

• Always read and follow the guidelines in your generator’s
operation manual. Know everything about operating your
generator such as how to shut the generator off quickly in case
of an emergency.

• For portable generators, plug individual appliances that have
their own outdoor-rated power cords directly to the receptacle
outlet of the generator. If you use an extension cord, use an
outdoor-rated extension cord having the sufficient wire gauge to
handle the electrical load.

• DO NOT plug the generator into any of your home’s wall outlets
or receptacles — this could backfeed power into NNEC’s power
system and energize the transformer serving your house. This

poses an electrocution hazard for NNEC line crews and anyone
who may not know the lines are energized.

• Never modify a generator in any way.

• Do not operate more appliances and equipment than the output
rating of the generator.

• Always turn off a portable generator before filling it with gasoline.

• Never store gasoline in the home. Gasoline, kerosene and other
flammable liquids should be stored outside of living areas in
properly labeled, non-glass safety containers. Flammable liquids
should not be stored in a garage if a fuel-burning appliance is in
the garage. The vapor from gasoline can travel invisibly along
the ground and be ignited by pilot lights or arcs caused by
activating electric switches.

• If connecting the generator into the house wiring is necessary,
have a qualified electrician install a transfer switch.

Stay safe from lightning —
when thunder roars, go indoors!

As the sun heats the air, energy is created with air movement, and
lightning typically comes from towering storm clouds. Fortunately,
accidents involving lightning are very avoidable. Safe Electricity has the
following suggestions to stay safe from the dangers of lightning:

• There is no safe place from lightning when you are outside. 
Be aware of weather forecasts and watch for developing
thunderstorms, which occur more often in spring and summer.

• Lightning can strike many miles ahead of a storm front. If you
hear thunder, seek shelter immediately, because that indicates
lightning is within 10 miles of you. Safe shelters include
inside a building or in an enclosed metal-topped vehicle.

• If you are inside a building, the National Weather Service
advises you to stay off corded telephones and away from 
any electrical device that could carry an electrical surge if
lightning entered into your home through wiring. Turn off 
or unplug such appliances, stay away from television sets, 
and do not depend on surge protectors to absorb a lightning
strike. Conductors can also include the plumbing in 
your house.

• Authorities warn against outdoor activities until 30 minutes
after the last clap of thunder.

• If a person is struck by lightning, call 911 and care for the
victim immediately. You are not in danger of being shocked by
the victim.

For more information on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Richmond County Fair Aug. 7-11

The 30th Annual Richmond County
Fair will be held from Tuesday, Aug.
7, through Saturday, Aug. 11. Come

out and enjoy the food, music and fun this
local family-friendly event provides each
year. Admission tickets are $3 at the gate
and parking is free.

Tuesday through Saturday, the gates will
open at 6 p.m. and close at 11 p.m. Arts
and crafts will be on display in the Memorial
Hall, which opens at 6 p.m. each evening
except Friday and Saturday, when it will
open at 10 a.m. Stop by to see competitions
featuring local canned goods, sewing,
photos, garden produce, baked goods and
many other items.  

Carnival rides and fair vendors will
open at 6 p.m. Tuesday through Friday,
and at 3 p.m. on Saturday. Kids can enjoy
a ride special on Saturday from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m. when one ride will equal one ticket.
Advanced ride tickets will be on sale for
$15 at several local stores and banks,

which can be used on Wednesday and/or
Thursday night.

There will be live music every evening
starting at 6 p.m. Bring your blanket or
lawn chair and plan to enjoy dinner and 
a show.

This year’s baking contest is an apple
cake with frosting or glaze. Bring your
entry to the Memorial Hall Building on
Tuesday, Aug. 8, between 12 p.m. and 
5 p.m. Cakes will be judged and later
auctioned off in the evening, with all
proceeds going to the Richmond County
Fair 4-H scholarship program.

Local 4-H members will also have 
their project animals on hand for viewing
during the fair and livestock shows. 
Youth between the ages of 9-18 can 
sign up in advance to participate in the
“Farmer for the Day” program on
Thursday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Please call 333-3420 for more
information.
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To see the full schedule
of fair events, 
you may visit:

www.richmondcountyfair.com
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by Allison Goldberg

The new normal seems to be that, while enjoying enviable
travel, our friends, family and social media acquaintances
must post photos and stories to turn everyone green with

jealousy. But not everyone can afford a month of wine tasting in
Europe or the gear and guides to dog sled through the Yukon to
experience the Northern Lights. Many simply have different
priorities for their money. Luckily, opportunities exist for singles,
couples or family travel on less-luxurious budgets.

Confirm that all affected 
utilities have responded to 
your request by comparing the 
marks to the list of utilities the 
8-1-1 call center notified. 

y
m
8-1-

Call 8-1-1 or make a 
request online two 
to three days before 
your work begins. The 
operator will notify 
the utilities affected 
by your project.  

2-3
Wait two to three days for 
affected utilities to respond 
to your request. They will 
send a locator to mark any 
underground utility lines.

Respect the markers 
provided by the affected 
utilities. The markers 
are your guide for the 
duration of your project. 

If you can’t avoid digging 
near the markers (within 
18-24 inches on all sides, 
depending on state laws), 
consider moving your 
project location. 

5 STEPS FOR SAFE DIGGING

Source: call811.com 

1. NOTIFY

2. WAIT

4.  RESPECT

5.  DIG CAREFULLY

3.  CONFIRM 

Working on an outdoor project? Careless digging poses a threat to 

Local Tourism

Many people do not know every nook and cranny of their
neighboring towns and cities. There are likely museums,
restaurants, breweries, shops, nature areas or sporting events you
have wanted, but never managed, to explore. Do it! You will spend
minimally on travel and food while staying for free in your own
home and supporting your local economy.

National Parks and Camping

Every U.S. state and territory has a National Park. Explore
nature and history on a day trip or multiple-day stay by either
camping or staying in off- or on-site lodgings. Some National Parks
are free, while others require a fee to enter; if you’re planning to
visit multiple parks in a year, an annual pass might be the most
economical choice for you. Seniors, active military and the
disabled are eligible for free or reduced prices for annual passes.

Whether in a National Park or other natural area, camping is 
a great way to get away while controlling costs. True, you’ll need
gear, but it can be rented or borrowed until you are certain you
love camping and will make it a hobby worth investing in. 
In addition to the cost of equipment, you’ll need to pay for the gas
to get there and the groceries you’ll need to eat, both of which are
easily controlled based on the distance of your camp site and the
length of your trip.

Make the most of free, inexpensive and discounted things

Airfare fluctuates on a daily basis, not merely season by season.
Stalk the fare you want or commit to going whenever the price is
right. Grab the last-minute, discounted cruise cabin. Search fare
sales, bidding sites and package deals to save on airfare and
lodgings. Stay in a hostel, bed and breakfast or dormitory-style
lodging. Once on the ground, take advantage of public transit and
rail, free museums and sites, museum passes, free tours, the local
paper’s events guide and Groupon deals for local restaurants and
activities with good reviews. 

Research and Save, Then Spend Cash

Do your due diligence. Research attractions, estimate the cost to
do everything you’d like and do your best to save. Set a budget for
necessities like food and a separate budget for extras like souvenirs
and side trips. Once on your trip, try to spend only cash. Spending
cash on hand will help you realize and control how much you
spend — without causing you to spend the next year paying off
that getaway you put on your credit card. 

Allison Goldberg writes for the Insurance & Financial Services Department
of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Virginia-
based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit
electric cooperatives.

Vacationing on a Shoestring


