
14 | Cooperative Living | August 2020 Northern Neck Electric Cooperative

HAPPY

DAY

Closing Notice

Enjoy the NNEC Annual Meeting 
from the comforts of home in 
two easy ways: 

• ONLINE 

nnec.coop/content/annual-meeting 

• TELEPHONE 
1-855-756-7520, extension 61680

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative is an  
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

CONTACT US 
85 St. Johns Street, P.O. Box 288 

Warsaw, VA 22572-0288 

Phone               
804-333-3621   •   800-243-2860    

Website 
nnec.coop 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

President & CEO 
Brad H. Hicks 

Local Pages Editor 
Jay Garner

Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 
will be held at Northumberland 

High School in Heathsville, Va., on 
Thursday, Aug. 6, at 7 p.m. NNEC 
recognizes that due to COVID-19 
concerns, most members will follow 
social distancing recommendations and 
choose not to attend the meeting in 
person. Members can still be of 
considerable assistance to NNEC by 
signing and returning their proxy cards 
(and thereby be entered into several 
prize drawings).   

Out of an abundance of caution,  
the co-op will not offer a meal, vendors 
or door prizes at this year’s annual 
meeting. Only those members who 
return their proxies prior to the Aug. 6 
meeting will be entered into drawings 
for the following prizes: 55-inch  

Annual Meeting Information 

Temporary Bylaws Change 
 
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative’s Bylaws 

Section 3.8 limits the number of proxies that 
can be voted by any member at the annual 
meeting to no more than 10. NNEC recognizes 
that due to COVID-19 concerns, most members 
will follow social distancing recommendations 
and choose not to attend the annual meeting  
in person this year and will submit proxies.  
In order to accommodate all proxies that are 
returned, the 10-proxy limit is being temporarily 
waived for this year’s annual meeting with the 
addition of Bylaws Section 3.8.1 (see below).  
This change will only be in effect through this 
year’s annual meeting, with a return to the 
normal 10-proxy limit in 2021 with the 
reinstatement of Bylaws Section 3.8. 

 
SECTION 3.8.1 – Member Voting by Member 
Proxy.  A Member may appoint another Member 
(“Member Proxy”) to vote on any matter for the 
Member. When voting on the sale or disposal of 
more than twenty percent (20%) of the assets of 
the Cooperative, no Member shall vote more 
than three (3) proxies and no proxy so voted shall 
be valid after sixty (60) days from the date of its 
execution. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
this SECTION 3.8.1 supersedes SECTION 3.8.  
(Repealed effective after the 2020 Annual 
Member Meeting or December 31, 2020, 
whichever occurs first.) 

flat-screen smart TV; Sony Playstation 4 
Pro; Tundra 65 Yeti cooler; $500 bill 
credit; $250 Food Lion gift card; or a 
7,500/9,375-watt Champion Generator  
and free install of GenerLink collar. 

Since NNEC expects very few, if 
any, members to attend, the co-op’s 
business meeting will be broadcast 
online (nnec.coop/content/annual-
meeting) and via conference call 
(1-855-756-7520 extension 61680). 
Members wishing to attend in person 
will be required to wear a facial mask. 
NNEC will also promote social 
distancing and will adhere to all 
government-recommended limits on 
crowd size. 

We thank everyone for their 
understanding regarding the changes to 
this year’s annual meeting due to 
COVID-19. 

NNEC’s office will be closed on Monday, 
Sept. 7, in observance of Labor Day. As always,  
if you experience a power outage, you can reach 
NNEC 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, by dialing 
1-866-663-2688. Have a safe holiday. 
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Recently, Northern Neck Electric Cooperative 
was invited to a youth camp at Oak Grove 
Baptist Church. NNEC Serviceman Greg Dove 

spoke about electrical safety and showed the kids 
the equipment he uses when working on power 
lines. These children were given a safety message 
about staying away from downed power lines and  
to avoid climbing or playing in trees near power 
lines. Greg then showed them his gloves, rubber 
sleeves and tool belt, among other things, and then 
climbed into the bucket to show how it is used and 
its many safety features. NNEC enjoyed being able 
to participate in this event and share important 
electrical safety information with these kids. 

NNEC Goes to Camp 

The Kilmarnock Fireman’s Carnival is one of the 
longest-running summer carnivals in Virginia and 
is a major fundraiser for the local Kilmarnock 

Volunteer Fire Department. Unfortunately, COVID-19 
concerns forced the cancellation of this year’s 85th 
Kilmarnock Fireman’s Carnival, but you can still 
support the local firefighters by purchasing a carnival 
raffle ticket. 

This year’s grand prize is a 2019 Chevy Silverado 
1500 Extended Cab 4WD and the drawing is set for 
Aug. 8, 2020. 

Raffle tickets can be purchased from any Kilmarnock 
volunteer firefighter or by stopping by the firehouse on 
School Street from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on any Saturday 
from July 11 through Aug. 8. Also, tickets can be 
purchased at a variety of other locations in Kilmarnock, 
such as Noblett’s, Kilmarnock Town Hall and Davis 
Auto Sales. 

Kilmarnock Fireman’s Carnival Truck Raffle 
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Northern Neck Electric Cooperative 
is pleased to announce that two 
employees have new roles. 

Greg Dove was selected to be  
the newest serviceman on June 4, 
2020. As a serviceman, Greg  
will perform installation, repair and 
maintenance of the co-op’s overhead 
and underground power equipment,  
and will respond to customer outages  
to restore service effectively and 
efficiently.  Greg has worked for  
NNEC since Sept. 29, 2003. 

Shawn Coates was promoted to 
lead lineman on June 4, 2020. As  
lead lineman, Shawn will supervise  
the line crew in the absence of the  
line crew foreman. Shawn has worked 
for NNEC since June 26, 2006. 

Congratulations

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative is always working to maintain service 
reliability for its members. In the late summer to early fall of 2020,  
NNEC contractors will be spraying the wild areas of our rights-of-way in 

Westmoreland Shores, Placid Bay, Ebb Tide, Leedstown, Foneswood, Newland, 
Nomini Grove, Warsaw, Chiltons, Currioman, Zacata and Stratford Harbour with  
a grass-friendly herbicide. The mixture is designed to help control woody plants, 
such as small trees and brush, while encouraging the growth of wild grasses. The 
application contains over 96% water, which is then mixed with a small percentage  
of general-use herbicides that have been tested for safety to humans, wildlife, 
domesticated animals and bees. 

 
By limiting the regrowth of taller vegetation in our rights-of-way, NNEC is better 

able to maintain reliable electricity to its members and quickly restore power when 
weather events occur.   

Right-of-Way Maintenance 

With Cooperative Sunshare, NNEC is offering its residential members the 
opportunity to purchase solar power generated at two Virginia solar farms. The 
dedicated solar energy is available to members in blocks of 50 kWh and each block 
costs only $1.17 above what members currently pay for 50 kWh of traditional power. 
Cooperative Sunshare is a great way to use renewable solar energy at your residence 
without the expense of installing or maintaining solar panels on your property. Plus, 
it is helping Virginia go green! For more information or to sign up for Cooperative 
Sunshare, give NNEC a call at 804-333-3621. 

Interested in Solar? 

Shawn Coates

Greg Dove
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Periodically, NNEC representatives 
may need to visit a residence to check 
a meter, inspect a line, or to update 
internal system mapping. These  
actions are taken by the cooperative  
to help ensure members are receiving 
safe and reliable electric service.  
During the COVID-19 crisis, if  
members see a NNEC field  
representative in their area, please  
do not approach them. They are  
essential workers who are trying to  
limit public contact in order to remain 
safe during the crisis. 

 If you have any questions for a 
NNEC field representative, please  
call the co-op at 804-333-3621 or  
1-800-243-2860, and one of our  
friendly customer service  
representatives will be glad to 
assist you. 

Maintain Social 
Distancing 

Whether you have an electric 
vehicle, are considering purchasing  
one or simply are curious about them, 
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative 
now offers an online resource to  
address your needs. ChooseEV is 
available through the co-op’s website 
and features sections ranging from the 
benefits of electric vehicles, basic facts, 
a savings calculator, charger finder and 
much more. As electric vehicles  
become more popular, ChooseEV is  
a great option to help educate 
interested members. To explore 
ChooseEV, go to nnec.coop and select 
“Electric Vehicles” under the Energy 
Use & Conservation tab. 

ChooseEV Offers 
One-Stop Shop 
for Questions 
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August 11 is National        Day!

Know what’s below.
Call or click before you dig.
Call 811 or visit VA811.com at least 3 days  
before any digging project.

It’s the law.

Stay Safe from Lightning 
When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!  

As the sun heats the air, energy is created with air 
movement, and lightning typically comes from 
towering storm clouds. Fortunately, accidents 

involving lightning are very avoidable. Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative has the following suggestions to stay  
safe from the dangers of lightning: 

• There is no safe place from lightning when you are 
outside. Be aware of weather forecasts and watch for 
developing thunderstorms, which occur more often in spring 
and summer. 

• Lightning can strike many miles ahead of a storm front. 
If you hear thunder, seek shelter immediately, because that 
indicates lightning is within 10 miles of you. Safe shelters 
include inside a building or in an enclosed metal-topped 
vehicle. 

• If you are inside a building, the National Weather 
Service advises you to stay off corded telephones and away 
from any electrical device that could carry an electrical surge 
if lightning entered into your home through wiring. Turn off 
or unplug such appliances, stay away from television sets, 
and do not depend on surge protectors to absorb a lightning 
strike. Conductors can also include the plumbing in your 
house. 

• Authorities warn against outdoor activities until  
30 minutes after the last clap of thunder. 

• If a person is struck by lightning, call 911 and care for the 
victim immediately. You are not in danger of being shocked by 
the victim. 

For more information on electrical safety, visit 
safeelectricity.org. 

Adding a smart power strip into your home office or your 
entertainment center is pretty easy. Traditional power strips house 
many different devices and use only one outlet, but remember, if 
devices are plugged in, they will continue to use energy. Smart 
power strips can actually cut power off and save energy since they 
are able to detect when a device is in standby mode.   
Source: energy.gov 

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Add a smart power strip
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One thing that is certain in uncertain times — our commitment to you and the 
local communities we serve. Northern Neck Electric Cooperative works hard every 
day to help “keep the lights on” for its members. From left: Martin Pinon, Shawn 
Coates, Mark Evans, Matt Hathaway, John Harhai and Chris Henry. 

Commitment 
to You 

LOOKING OUT FOR YOU

Look up 昀rst.

Be sure to look up and check 
for overhead power lines  
before 昀ying drones.
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Take a Vacation 
from High  
Power Bills 

 

Soaring temperatures and sultry summer  
nights can cause electric bills to increase.  
This summer, take a vacation from high  

electric bills by making your home — and your 
family’s habits — more energy-efficient. 

BEAT THE HEAT 
Air conditioning helps most Americans beat the 

sweltering summer heat. According to the U.S. 
Department of Energy, air conditioning accounts for 
as much as 50% of the average household electric bill. 
Proper maintenance and smart use of your home’s 
cooling system will help keep your electric bill in 
check. 

First, make sure your air-conditioner’s external unit 
is clean and free of debris. Clear away dead leaves or 
overgrown plants and weeds to enable the unit to 
perform as it should.  

Second, change all of the air filters inside your 
home quarterly, or more often in homes with allergy 
sufferers or smokers. Fresh filters not only reduce  
the strain on your cooling system, but improve the  
air quality in your home. 

Third, the DOE recommends that you set your 
home’s thermostat as high as possible, while still 
maintaining a comfortable and healthy environment 
for your family during the summer months.  

Bumping the thermostat up at least 2 degrees can 
make a noticeable difference on your electric bill. 
Investing in a programmable thermostat can lead to 
even greater savings by automatically adjusting it so 
that the house is cool when you are at home and the 
system runs less often when you are away. 

MADE IN THE SHADE 
Windows are not only great sources of natural light 

in your home, but also great sources of heat during 
the summer. Curtains, blinds and shades that help 
keep out the heat are some of the most cost-effective 
ways to make your windows and home more energy-
efficient. These window coverings offer low-cost, 
stylish solutions to shield the sun’s rays and keep the 
interior of your home cool and comfortable. Proper 
weatherstripping and caulking around window panes 
and casings will also improve the function of your 
windows by keeping the cool air in and the hot air 
out. Solar film applied to your home’s existing 
windows will further repel the summer heat. 

DAILY GRIND 
Today’s appliances are more energy-efficient than ever, performing better and 

using less electricity than they did in the past. But despite their functionality and 
efficiency, most major household appliances give off heat when in use. During 
peak daytime temperatures, the residual heat from appliances can put an 
unnecessary strain on your home’s cooling system and send your power bill 
soaring. Cooler temperatures in the early morning or late evening make these 
ideal times for running the dishwasher or washing and drying clothes. When 
possible, turn off your dishwasher’s drying cycle. This prevents even more 
residual heat from warming your home and saves on your power bill. Washing 
your clothes in cold water and hanging them out to dry are also great strides in 
reducing your household energy consumption.  

As your summer heats up, turn to NNEC for some helpful tips. Visit 
“Energy Use & Conservation” on nnec.coop to find out how little changes 
around the house can add up to big energy savings. 

 
Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, EnergySavers.gov, TogetherWeSave.com 



nnec.coop August 2020 | Cooperative Living | 21

MEMBERS CAN CHOOSE FROM TWO 
PAYMENT PLANS FOR THE 

GENERLINK COLLAR 
 
While NNEC strives to maintain a high level of 
service reliability, adverse weather conditions and 
other forces of nature can cause power outages. 
To aid cooperative members in coping with these 
situations, NNEC offers the GenerLink emergency 
transfer switch. The GenerLink switch provides a 
quick, easy and safe way for cooperative 
members to connect a portable generator to their 
home’s electrical system. The GenerLink switch: 

• is installed behind the electric meter with no 
rewiring of the member’s electrical system; 

• includes the interlocking power cord for 
connection of the portable generator; 

• detects when the generator is operating  
and automatically disconnects from NNEC’s 
distribution system, eliminating a dangerous 
backfeed; 

• can energize any appliance, up to the capacity of 
the generator, by use of the home breaker 
panel; and 

• can be used with compatible generators listed  
on generlink.com. 

 
The GenerLink emergency transfer switch is available in the 40-amp model for single-phase services 
with a 200-amp or smaller meter base. Payment methods for the GenerLink switch include paying the 
total purchase price at once or paying half of the cost with three monthly installments on the 
remaining balance. Members must have a good credit record with NNEC and sign the GenerLink 
purchase form. 
 
Buy the GenerLink 40-amp, 9.5-kW switch installed with tax for $924.52 total, or on the  
installment plan you make a down payment of $482.26 with three monthly payments of $147.42. 
The 40-amp unit will accommodate up to a 10,000-watt generator. 
 
Always think safety when using a portable generator to provide electricity to your house. 
 
For additional information or to have an emergency transfer switch installed on your service, contact  
Customer Service at 333-3621 or 800-243-2860.

NOTE: Generator is not included. Not all generators can 
be used with the GenerLink collar.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


